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Welcome to the 2020 Virtual 

District 5450 Conference 

District Governor Curt Harris & wife Barb Harris 

Welcome Rotarians and guests to the 2020 Virtual District Conference! When our 
District Conference Committee began its initial work two years ago, this wasn’t 
what we had envisioned. But if the COVID-19 pandemic showed us one thing, it 
was that success requires flexibility. I want to thank my DC Committee for their 
flexibility and for putting together a great format for this virtual event. They have 
put together a program with some great speakers you will find both entertaining 
and informative. 
 
Rotary International President Mark Maloney’s theme for this past Rotary year 
was “Rotary Connects the World,” and the pandemic required us to become even 
more connected in ways we never imagined. Most of our clubs held periodic 
virtual meetings and many were joined by former Rotarians now living elsewhere.  
Some clubs even used the virtual meeting format to get live updates on grant 
projects with their partners throughout the world. We are now more connected 
than ever before. 
 
It was my honor and privilege to serve as your District Governor this past year.  
The COVID-19 pandemic caused many hardships in our communities and around 
the world. I am very proud of Rotarians in our District for stepping up and doing 
their part to find creative and effective ways to help. Today, you will hear from 
two of those Rotarians. 
 
Thank you, Rotarians for all you have done and continue to do to make your 
communities and our world a better place. And thank you for making my year 
serving as your District Governor an enjoyable and memorable experience. Enjoy 
the Virtual District Conference!  
 
Curt Harris 
District 5450 Governor 2019-2020 
Rotary Club of Evergreen 
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Rotary International– District 5450 

District Governor 2019-2020 

Curt Harris 

  

Curt Harris has been a member of the Rotary Club of Evergreen (Colorado) for 
twenty-three years, serving as the club’s President for RY 2000-01.  In addition, he 
has served as the club’s International Service Chair, Legacy Project Chair, and the 
club foundation’s President.  He has been involved with fundraising efforts that 
have raised over $400,000 to support medical facilities in northern Tanzania.  Most 
recently in January 2018, Curt had the pleasure to lead another climb (his fifth) of 
Africa’s Mount Kilimanjaro which included six young Tanzanian women in support 
of women’s education and empowerment in Tanzania.  His other Rotary passion is 
RYLA, where in 2002, he helped develop the first Young RYLA program (a RYLA 
for middle school students) and served as the second Young RYLA Chair in 2003.  
Since 2007, he has been involved with RYLA, serving as Chair three times and as 
Treasurer of Rocky Mountain RYLA for six years.  Finally, Curt served as District 
5450, Area 8 Assistant Governor for three years. 
 
In 1979, Curt began a career with the local FirstBank.  During his career, Curt held 
many different positions including Auditor, Chair of the Credit Administration 
Department, Chairman of the Loan Committee, Compliance Officer and Bank 
President.  He has served on various non-profit boards including the Seniors’ 
Resource Center Yellow House Advisory Committee, the Mountain Area Land 
Trust and Arapahoe House.  Since his retirement in 2001, he has been an active 
climber, hiker, skier, and traveler.  Curt and wife Barb have three children and five 
very entertaining grandchildren. 
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Rotary International– District 5450 

District Governor 2020-2021 

Bob Kemp 

  

Bob Kemp has been a member of the Rotary Club of Denver Mile High since 2012 
and served as Club President (2015-16) during which time Denver Mile High was 
awarded the Paul Harris Award for Club Excellence.  
 
Born in Bayshore, New York and raised on Long Island, Bob attended Alfred 
University where he obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree in Geology and 
Environmental Science. He subsequently did graduate work at the University of 
Montana (Geology) as well as the University of Denver (Geographic Information 
Science). He is a member of Sigma Xi, the American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists and the Rocky Mountain Association of Geologists. 
 
Bob spent his professional career working as a Petroleum Geologist in the Western 
U.S. and Canada. He was employed by Amoco Production Company, BP Canada 
Petroleum Co. and Fidelity Exploration & Production Co. where he served as an 
Asset Team Leader and as well as the Director of Acquisitions. He is now actively 
enjoying retirement through world travel and motorcycle touring as well as Rotary 
service.  

 
Bob is single and has resided in the Denver mountain foothills for many years 
despite working in downtown Denver. He has three sons: Lucas who works in 
commercial property management in Denver, Abe who is an Air Force officer 
currently stationed in Hawaii, and Chris who recently completed a Master’s degree 
in Strategic Communication at the University of Colorado, Boulder. 
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Rotary International– District 5450 

District Governor 2021-2022 

Ray Anderson 

  

Ray Anderson has been a member of the Rotary Club of Highlands Ranch since 

1997. He served as President in the 2000-01. He currently is the Assistant Governor 

for Area 5 encompassing the clubs in Castle Pines, Castle Rock, and Highlands 

Ranch. Ray has served on the District Membership Committee, District Visioning, 

PETS Facilitator, and a graduate of RLI. Ray is a Paul Harris Fellow and member of 

the Paul Harris Society. He is proud his two nieces and granddaughter were able to 

attend RYLA and Junior RYLA. 

 

Ray was born in Chicago and after a short stay in Dallas his family moved to Coral 

Gables, Florida in 1955. He received a Bachelor Degree in Business from Florida 

State University in 1972. He and his wife Peggy married in 1974 and subsequently 

moved from Tallahassee to Williston, North Dakota, where Ray began his career as 

a Landman in the oil and gas industry. He worked as an independent Landman 

until joining ANR Production Company/Coastal Oil and Gas Corporation in 1984 at 

which time the family moved to Littleton.  Currently, Ray is the Land Manager for 

Puckett Land Company in the DTC and a Realtor. He is a member of the American 

Association of Professional Landmen, Denver Association of Petroleum Landmen, 

and National Association of Realtors. 

 

Ray and Peggy have two children: Jane, her husband Chris, and daughter Sequoia 

live in Longmont; and Eric and his wife Jessie live in Centennial.  
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Rotary International– District 5450 

District Governor 2022-2023 

‘Buchi Anikpezie 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotarian Nnabuchi ('Buchi) Anikpezie has been part of the Rotary family for 

about twenty-one years. 'Buchi spent the first ten years as part of Rotaract, 

serving in different capacities including Club Secretary, Club President, 

Secretary District Conference Planning Committee, District Director of Media 

and Publicity, and District Rotaract Representative for 2008-2009.  

 

He joined Rotary eClub One in December 2009 and served as the Club's 

President from 2016-2018. Rotary eClub One received the Presidential 

citation and a District Award for membership growth during his time Club 

President. He is a multiple Paul Harris Fellow and a member of the Paul Harris 

Society. 'Buchi's preferred avenue of Rotary service is club 

administration/club service. 

 

Outside of Rotary, 'Buchi has served in leadership positions in other 

organizations including AcademyHealth, Critical Peers, Union of Campus 

Journalists, University of Minnesota Student Health Advisory Committee, 

University of Minnesota Student Health Benefit Plan Consultative 

Committee, and University of Minnesota Trans-Inclusive Student Benefits 

Workgroup.  

 

'Buchi has a medical degree from the University of Ibadan and a public health 

master's degree from the University of Minnesota. He is currently a 

healthcare analytics project manager with the UT Physicians' Healthcare 

Transformation Initiatives department.  

 

'Buchi is married to Chika, and they have three children: Chinedum, Adannia, 

and Nnabuchi II. 
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Mark Daniel Maloney is a principal in the law firm of Blackburn, Maloney, and 
Schuppert LLC, with a focus on taxation, estate planning, and agricultural law. He 
represents large farming operations in the Southeastern and Midwestern United 
States and has chaired the American Bar Association’s Committee on Agriculture 
in the section of taxation. He is a member of the American Bar Association, 
Alabama State Bar Association, and the Alabama Law Institute. 
 
He has been active in Decatur’s religious community, chairing his church’s finance 
council and a local Catholic school board. He has also served as president of the 
Community Foundation of Greater Decatur, chair of Morgan County Meals on 
Wheels, and director of the United Way of Morgan County and the Decatur-
Morgan County Chamber of Commerce. 
 
A Rotarian since 1980, Maloney has served as an RI director; Foundation trustee 
and vice chair; and aide to 2003-04 RI President Jonathan Majiyagbe. He also has 
participated in the Council on Legislation as chair, vice chair, parliamentarian, and 
trainer. He was an adviser to the 2004 Osaka Convention Committee and chaired 
the 2014 Sydney Convention Committee. 
 
Prior to serving as a district governor, Maloney led a Group Study Exchange to 
Nigeria. He also served as Future Vision Committee vice chair; regional Rotary 
Foundation coordinator; Foundation training institute moderator; Foundation 
permanent fund national adviser; member of the Peace Centers Committee; and 
adviser to the Foundation’s Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene in Schools Target 
Challenge Committee. 
 

  

 

  

Rotary International 

2019-2020 President  

Mark Maloney 

Decatur Rotary Club 

Alabama, USA 

 

Sri Lanka 
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Holger Knaack, a member of the Rotary Club of Herzogtum Lauenburg-Mölln, 
Germany, has been selected to serve as president of Rotary International in 2020-
2021. 

To build a stronger membership, Knaack says Rotary must focus on increasing the 
number of female members and transitioning Rotaractors into Rotarians. Knaack 
believes that the People of Action campaign offers new public awareness 
possibilities for Rotary. “This campaign conveys our global image while still 
respecting differences in regions and cultures,” he says. 

A Rotary member since 1992, Knaack has served Rotary as treasurer, director, 
moderator, member and chair of several committees, representative for the 
Council on Legislation, zone coordinator, training leader, and district governor. He 
is an endowment/major gifts adviser and co-chair of the Host Organization 
Committee for the 2019 Rotary International Convention in Hamburg. 

Knaack is the CEO of Knaack KG, a real estate company. He was previously a 
partner and general manager of Knaack Enterprises, a 125-year-old family 
business. 

He is a founding member of the Civic Foundation of the City of Ratzeburg and 
served as president of the Golf-Club Gut Grambek. Knaack is also the founder and 
chair of the Karl Adam Foundation. 

Knaack and his wife, Susanne, are Major Donors to The Rotary Foundation and 
members of the Bequest Society. 

 

  

  

Rotary International 

2020-2021 President  

Holger Knaack 

Herzogtum Lauenburg-Mölln  

Germany 

 

Sri Lanka 
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District 5450 Leadership 

District Governor 2019-2020 
Curt Harris (Evergreen)  
  
District Governor 2020-2021 
Bob Kemp (Denver Mile High)  
  
District Governor 2021-2022 
Ray Anderson (Highlands Ranch) 
  
District Governor 2022-2023 
‘Buchi Anikpezie (eClub One) 
 
District Treasurer 
Betsy Alexander (2019-2020) 
  (Highlands Ranch) 
Marilyn Burnside (2020-2021) 
  (Aurora Gateway) 
  
District Secretary 
Daniel Raffield (South Jeffco) 
 
Past District Governors 
Sandy Mortensen 
  (Summit County) 
Abbas Rajabi  
  (Denver Southeast) 
Bill Downes 
  (Mountain Foothills) 
  
Lieutenant Governor 
Jim Brook (Summit County) 
 
Public Relations 
Cher Cruz (South Jeffco)  
Becky Miller-Weinkauf 
(Platteville) 
 
 
  

District Learning & Leadership 
Development 
2019-2020 
Connie Syferd (Erie) 
Amy Weed (Denver Mile High) 
2020-2021 
Candace Cole (Grand Lake) 
Michael McHale (Boulder) 
  
District Membership Chair 
2019-2020 
Lynn Perez-Hewitt (eClub One) 
2020-2021 
Bill Getzinger (Golden) 
Jim Rohrer (Mountain Foothills)  
  
District Service Resources Chair 
Kevin Mizer (Highlands Ranch) 
  
Youth Services 
Lee Mulberry (Highlands Ranch)  
  
Rotary Foundation Chair 
David Willman (Parker)  
 
Member-at-Large 
2019-2020 
Ruthe Gleason (Lakewood 
Foothills) 
Ed Meyer (Denver Southeast) 
2020-2021 
Kay Davis (Aurora Gateway) 
Melanie Gentz (Denver Mile High) 
 
District Operations Manager 
Beverly Mendel (Carbon Valley) 
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Area 1 

Gabrielle Kapsak (Five Points RiNo) 

Denver, Denver Cherry Creek, Denver Lodo, Denver Mile High, 

Five Point RiNo 

  

Area 2 

Kay Davis (Aurora Gateway) 

Aurora, Aurora Fitzsimons, Aurora Gateway, Denver Stapleton, 

Smoky Hill 

  

Area 3 

Ken Hope (Centennial)  

Centennial, Denver Southeast, Denver Tech Center, 

Englewood, University Hills 

  

Area 4 

John Volp (Castle Rock High Noon) 

Castle Pines, Castle Rock, Castle Rock High Noon,  

Highlands Ranch, Parker, Parker Cherry Creek Valley 

  

Area 5 

Ruthe Gleason (Lakewood Foothills) 

Brighton, Brush, Commerce City, Fort Morgan 

  

Area 6 

Michelle Rea-Meredith (Northglenn/Thornton) 

Arvada, Arvada Sunrise, Broomfield, Broomfield Crossing,  

Northglenn/Thornton, Westminster, Westminster 7:10 

  

Area 7 

Bruce Aaron (South Jeffco) 

Golden, Lakewood, Lakewood Foothills, Littleton, South 

Jeffco, Wheat Ridge 

  

District 5450 Assistant Governors 

2019-2020 
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District 5450 Assistant Governors 

2019-2020 

Area 8 

Finn Knudsen (Conifer)  

Clear Creek 2000, Conifer, Evergreen, Mountain Foothills,  

Peak to Peak 

 

Area 9 

Susan Juergensmeier (Summit County)  

Breckenridge Mountain, eClub One, Summit County 

  

Area 10 

Bob Saint (Granby) 

Granby, Grand Lake, Kremmling,  

Winter Park/ Fraser Valley 

 

Area 11 

Mike Brady (Boulder) 

 Boulder, Boulder Flatirons, Boulder Valley 

  

Area 12 

Karen Hicks (Longmont) 

Longmont, Longmont St. Vrain, Longmont Twin Peaks, Niwot 

 

Area 13 

Mia Tsuchimoto (Platteville) 

Carbon Valley, Erie, Mead, Platteville 
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District 5450 Assistant Governors 

2020-2021 

Area 1 

Gabrielle Kapsak (Five Points RiNo) 

Denver, Denver Cherry Creek, Denver Lodo, Denver Mile High, 

Five Point RiNo 

  

Area 2 

Regina Edmonson (Aurora) 

Aurora, Aurora Fitzsimons, Aurora Gateway, Denver Stapleton, 

Smoky Hill 

  

Area 3 

Ken Hope (Centennial)  

Centennial, Denver Southeast, Denver Tech Center, 

Englewood, University Hills 

  

Area 4 

Gail Lehrmann (Parker) 

Castle Pines, Castle Rock, Castle Rock High Noon,  

Highlands Ranch, Parker, Parker Cherry Creek Valley 

  

Area 5 

Donna Petrocco-House (Brighton) 

Brighton, Brush, Commerce City, Fort Morgan 

  

Area 6 

Michelle Rea-Meredith (Northglenn/Thornton) 

Arvada, Arvada Sunrise, Broomfield, Broomfield Crossing,  

Northglenn/Thornton, Westminster, Westminster 7:10 

  

Area 7 

Dennis Lovaas (Wheat Ridge) 

Golden, Lakewood Foothills, Littleton, South Jeffco, Wheat 

Ridge 

  



12 

  
District 5450 Assistant Governors 

2020-2021 

Area 8 

Finn Knudsen (Conifer)  

Clear Creek 2000, Conifer, Evergreen, Mountain Foothills,  

Peak to Peak 

 

Area 9 

Susan Juergensmeier (Summit County)  

Breckenridge Mountain, eClub One, Summit County 

  

Area 10 

Bob Saint (Granby) 

Granby, Grand Lake, Kremmling,  

Winter Park/ Fraser Valley 

 

Area 11 

Mike Brady (Boulder) 

 Boulder, Boulder Flatirons, Boulder Valley 

  

Area 12 

Debbie Setlock (Longmont) 

Longmont, Longmont Twin Peaks, Niwot 

 

Area 13 

Mia Tsuchimoto (Platteville) 

Carbon Valley, Erie, Mead, Platteville 
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General Information 
  

This year’s Conference will be held via Zoom. The platform will open 30 

minutes prior to the beginning of the morning and afternoon sessions. 

Rotary videos will be showing during this time – which will be great for 

newer Rotarians – and, you will know if your Zoom is working! 

 

All participants will be muted upon entry. Once you have logged in, 

please rename yourself with your name and club. Questions and 

comments can be made via the Chat option – the chat will be monitored 

throughout the event.  

 

Participants will be moved into breakout rooms after the morning and 

afternoon sessions for fellowship and networking. If you do not wish to 

stay on during this time, click “leave meeting” at the bottom of your 

screen. 

 

If you have technical difficulties email zoomsupport@rotary5450.org 

   

 

 
  

  

  

  

  
  

  

District 5450 Conference  

  

mailto:zoomsuuport@rotary5450.org
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TIME EVENT 
8:30 AM Zoom Opens – Rotary Videos 

9:00 AM Welcome, Opening Remarks, District 5450 Awards Program 

9:30 AM George Walther: Get Your But Out of Your Mouth 

10:15 AM Jake Norton: The Journey Begins with a Single Step 

11:00 District Initiatives in Response to COVID-19: Mental Health 

Telehealth; Rotary and Metro Caring: Feeding the Hungry During the 

Pandemic 

11:45 AM Celebration of Life 

11:50 AM Break/Fellowship in Zoom Breakouts 

12:30 PM Zoom Opens – Rotary Videos 

1:00 PM Johrita Solari: RI Vice President & International Director 

 1:15 PM Jeff Radigan – NASA Flight Director: Developments in Human 

Spaceflight 

1:45 PM Mendhi Audlin: Leadership – Truth or Dare: Activating Your Team’s 

Superpowers 

 2:15 PM Erik Weihenmayer: Soar to the Top 

 2:50 PM PDG Curt Harris: Closing Remarks 

 3:00 PM  Fellowship in Zoom Breakouts 

 

District 5450 Conference  

Schedule of Events 
  

All participants will be muted upon entry. Questions/comments can be made 

via the Chat option – the chat will be monitored throughout the event. 
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George Walther 

Get Your But Out of Your Mouth 

 

 

George seeks to span the globe in both my professional and my personal 

life. For 34 years he has been presenting keynotes and workshops for 

businesses ranging from Microsoft and Starbucks to dental groups and 

entrepreneurs. His business-boosting books are published in multiple 

languages throughout the world. On stage, he combines tales from his 

global travel adventures in 123 countries (thus far, as featured in USA Today), 

with his broad knowledge about running profitable, customer-centered 

business. 

 

George believes there is no single skill that is more important in life than 
mastering the ability to communicate superbly.  There is a lot more to it than 
being clear, concise, and grammatically correct. There is a specific language 
of success that the most successful people seem so speak innately. But this 
language can be learned and employed very positively in your business as 
well as your personal life. 

 

  
 

District 5450 Conference 

2020 Speakers 
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District 5450 Conference 

2020 Speakers 

Jake Norton 

The Journey Begins with a  

Single Step 

Jake Norton is a world-renowned climber, photographer, filmmaker, 

philanthropist, and inspirational speaker. Based in Evergreen, Colorado, 

Jake’s worldwide adventures have taken him to the summit of Mount 

Everest (three times) and on expeditions on all seven continents. 

His photography has appeared in publications such as Vanity Fair, National 

Geographic, Forbes, and Oprah, while his film footage has been used in 

documentaries and television series. 

As a speaker, Jake has inspired tens of thousands of people and companies 

worldwide to reach new summits and enjoy their climb to the top. He is also 

a sought-after trainer, conducting highly interactive full and half day 

leadership and teamwork workshops for corporations and associations. 

Rotary Connects – Mental Health Initiative in Response to COVID-19 

Seth Patterson (Denver Rotary Club) 

Rotarians for Mental Health took action and obtained a $20,000 Disaster 

Response Grant from the Rotary Foundation, resulting in Rotary Connects, a 

new program providing cell phones to vulnerable Clients and connecting 

them to their therapists at nine Colorado Mental Health Centers. 

 

Rotary and Metro Caring: Feeding the Hungry During the Pandemic  

Joel Russman (Denver Cherry Creek Rotary Club) 

The club is providing 20,000 square feet of warehouse space and has set up 

running the facility with volunteers. The volunteers break down food staples 

in 1 pound bags for distribution through Metro Caring’s Food Bank. 

 

 

http://mountainworldproductions.com/photography
http://mountainworldproductions.com/keynotes-workshops-trainings
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  District 5450 Conference 

2020 Speakers 

Johrita Solari 

Rotary International Vice President 

& Director 

A Rotarian since 1993, Johrita is currently a proud member of the Rotary 

Club of Anaheim, California. She served as District Governor for District 5320 

in 2010-2011. Additional service has included chair of the 2013 Southern 

California/Nevada PETS, training leader at the 2014 and 2015 International 

Assemblies, chair of the 2015 Institute for Zones 25/26, and membership on 

Rotary’s Peace Major Gifts Initiative Committee. On July 1, 2019, she became 

the Rotary International Director (2019-2021) for the newly configured Zones 

26/27. 

As District Governor, Johrita held the first District 5320 Million Dollar Dinner 

for The Rotary Foundation. Under her leadership, District 5320 became the 

second district in the world to become a 100% Paul Harris Club District. 

Johrita is Co-Founder and Chief Visionary Officer of Solari Enterprises, Inc., a 

full-service property management company employing 300 team members 

who specialize in the management of more than $1B of affordable 

multifamily housing. She works together with her husband and daughters to 

create a working environment with a high level of ethics and integrity. She 

has served in many capacities on community and industry boards. 
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District 5450 Conference 

2020 Speakers 

Jeff Radigan 

NASA Flight Director 

Developments in Human Spaceflight 

Jeff Radigan began his career at Johnson as a member of the station flight 

control team assigned to the electrical power system. After completing his 

flight control certification, he gained extensive experience serving as the 

electrical power system operations lead in various roles, including the first 

station battery replacement that occurred during the STS-127 mission of 

space shuttle Endeavour in 2009.  

Jeff transitioned to a Mission Operations program integration role where his 

responsibilities included coordinating a multitude of technical and 

operational positions and representing those positions to external programs. 

He worked extensively on the verification of the first commercial vehicle to 

the space station and has participated in the operations work for commercial 

crew transportation. In addition to his program integration duties, Jeff serves 

as an operations safety engineer, which includes co-chairing the Safety 

review panels and reviewing and approving hazard reports.  

Jeff originally is from Sylvania, Ohio, and earned a bachelor's and master's 

degrees in electrical engineering from Ohio State University. 
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District 5450 Conference 

2020 Speakers 

Mendhi Audlin 

Leadership: Truth or Dare –  

Activating Your Team’s Superpowers 

 

Mendhi Audlin is the author of "What If It All Goes RIGHT? Creating a New 

World of Peace, Prosperity & Possibility." 

  

An inspirational speaker, consultant, and personal coach in the area of 

applied spirituality, leadership and engagement strategy, Mendhi has 

spoken to audiences around the world about the power of positive thinking 

and the benefits of small group support systems. 

  

Mendhi is the founder of "The What If UP Club" providing inspiration and 

support for people and organizations around the world. 

  

She currently lives in the mountains outside of Denver, Colorado where she 

enjoys basking in the beauty of nature, skunking her husband at gin rummy, 

and shamelessly spoiling her two rescue mutts with her preteen daughter. 
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  District 5450 Conference 

2020 Speakers 

Erik Weihenmayer 

Soar to the Top 

Erik, from Golden Colorado, is the first person without sight to reach the 

summit of Mount Everest, on May 25, 2001. For this feat, he was honored 

with a Time magazine cover story. He also completed the Seven Summits in 

September 2002, joining 150 mountaineers at the time who had 

accomplished that feat, but as the only climber who was blind. 

 

Before losing his sight, Erik was a 5th grade teacher for the Phoenix Country 

Day School. Since then he has pushed himself through the barriers of 

blindness to become a world-renowned athlete, activist, motivational 

speaker, and author. He has written two books, No Barriers and Touch the 

Top of the World. 

 

Erik believes, “your ultimate value is when you take the gifts earned through 

your struggles and use them to elevate your community and be a leader who 

serves.” 

 

Beyond his speaking engagements Erik has made it his life’s work to 

empower those who are marginalized and pushed to the sidelines to find 

purpose and fulfillment in their lives. In 2005, he co-founded No Barriers, a 

nonprofit organization with the tagline, “What’s Within You is Stronger Than 

What’s in Your Way.” The organization helps people of diverse backgrounds 

and abilities develop a No Barriers Mindset – to attack challenges head on, 

problem solve build winning teams and serve others. 
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District Governor’s Awards 

2019-2020 

Rotarian of the Year Award 
For the outstanding Rotarian during the year determined by the 
District Governor 
 Cheryl O’Brien, Parker Cherry Creek Valley Rotary Club 

 
Paul Harris Award of Excellence 
Recognition of the club that best meets the goals of the current 
Rotary International President and the District Governor 
 Littleton Rotary Club 

 
Four-Way Test Award 
Recognition of a Rotarian for outstanding exemplification of the 
principles of the Four Way Test 
 Mike Brady, Boulder Rotary Club 

 
District Service Award for Excellence  
 Betsy Alexander, Highlands Ranch Rotary Club 
 ‘Buchi Anikpezie, eClub One Rotary Club 
 Connie Syferd, Erie Rotary Club 
 Amy Weed, Denver Mile High Rotary Club 
  
Governor’s Discretionary Award 
  Ruthe Gleason, Lakewood Foothills Rotary Club 
  Elaine Love, Castle Rock Rotary Club 
  Becky Miller-Weinkauf, Platteville Rotary Club 
  Seth Patterson, Denver Rotary Club 
 
Significant Contribution to Those in Need Award 
  Joel Russman, Denver Cherry Creek Rotary Club 
 
Membership Development Initiatives Award 
  Parker Cherry Creek Valley Rotary Club 
 
Volunteer in Community Service Award to a Non-Rotarian 

Mary Smith for her support and involvement in all Clear Creek 
2000 Rotary Club Activities 
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  Rotary International Award 

2019-2020 

Service Above Self Award  
Rotary's highest honor: 150 Rotarians worldwide who 
demonstrate commitment to helping others with their time and 
talents 
 Jim Halderman, Golden Rotary Club 

  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

District 5450 Awards 

2019-2020 

Best Club Growth 
 Peak to Peak Rotary Club (small club up to 25 members) 
 Conifer Rotary Club (medium club 26 to 55 members) 
 Parker Cherry Creek Valley Rotary Club (large club 56 to 85 members) 
 
Hayes Family Mental Health Award 
 Boulder Rotary Club 
 
Preserve Planet Earth Award 
 Mead Rotary Club 
 
Public Relations Award 
 Evergreen Rotary Club 
 
Ron Prascher Young Rotarian Club Award 
 Adams High School Interact Club 
 Golden High School Interact Club 
 
Vocational Service Award 
 Golden Rotary Club 
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District 5450 Club Awards 

2019-2020 

Club Sponsored Awards 
 

Ed Bemis Award (Club Communications): Littleton Rotary 

 Denver Rotary Club 

Gary Fletcher Website Award: eClub One Rotary 

 Centennial Rotary Club 

George K. Davis Water Project Award: Lakewood Foothills Rotary 

 Centennial Rotary Club 

Helping Hands Award: Brush Rotary 

 Denver Southeast Rotary Club 

Kevin Farrell Leadership Award: Denver Southeast Rotary 

 Bill Manning, Evergreen Rotary Club 

Literacy Award: Englewood Rotary 

 Evergreen Rotary Club & Area 8 Club Partners 

Outstanding Active Senior Award: Boulder Rotary 

 David Rommelman, Evergreen Rotary Club 

Ray Jenkins Award (Foundation Giving): Denver Rotary Club 

 Aurora Fitzsimons Rotary Club 

Rotarians for Mental Health (R4MH) Award: Boulder Valley Rotary 

Golden Rotary Club 

Scott Metcalf Award (new service project): Lakewood Foothills Rotary 

 Boulder Rotary Club - Oglala Lakota Sioux SAFE Drinking Water Project 

World Community Service Award: Denver Mile High Rotary 

 Denver Rotary Club - Bosnia project promoting basic education and 

literacy for girls 

Youth Service Award: Smoky Hill Rotary 

 Centennial Rotary Club 
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2019-2020 

Rotary Citation Recipients 

Aurora Rotary Club – Platinum 

 

Aurora Gateway Rotary Club – Platinum  

 

Boulder Valley Rotary Club – Silver  

 

Centennial Rotary Club – Silver  

 

Conifer Rotary Club – Silver  

 

Denver Southeast Rotary Club 

 

eClub One Rotary Club 

 

Highlands Ranch Rotary Club – Silver  

 

Littleton Rotary Club – Platinum  

 

Longmont Twin Peaks Rotary Club – Platinum  
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Past District Governor Curt Harris 

 
 

District Conference Club Co-Chair ………………..……. Janee Meyers, Evergreen 

District Conference Club Co-Chair ……………..……. Laurie Romberg, Evergreen 

Awards…………………………………………………... Beverly Mendel, Carbon Valley 

Celebration of Life……………….………….……….. Beverly Mendel, Carbon Valley 

Emcee……………………………………………………………Mendhi Audlin, Evergreen  

Finance………………………………………….……………..……. Curt Harris, Evergreen 

Graphics………..…………………………….…………...… Laurie Romberg, Evergreen 

Registration and Website………………..………… Beverly Mendel, Carbon Valley 

Speaker Coordination…………………..………………….. Janee Meyers, Evergreen 

Technology Consultant…………………………..………..Mendhi Audlin, Evergreen 

Theme Development & Marketing…………………………Bill Manning, Evergreen 

Theme Development & Marketing………………….……Kimra Perkins, Evergreen 

 

Special thanks to all the Evergreen Rotarians that helped plan the April 2020 

District Conference that was canceled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

 
 

District Conference Committee 
2019-2020 
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  Celebration of Life 

2019-2020 

AURORA 

Ron Maclachlan 

BROOMFIELD 

Tom Gaines 

CASTLE PINES 

Terry Fiske 

CASTLE ROCK 

Bryan Mullinax 

COMMERCE CITY 

Edwin Richard 

CONIFER 

PDG Mat Matson 

DENVER 

Don D. Schlup 

Leela “Lee” H. White 

DENVER CHERRY CREEK 

Scott Johnson 

 

Celebrating the lives of fellow Rotarians who have recently passed 

is a Rotary tradition. Without their service, Rotary would not be 

what it is today.  
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ECLUB ONE 

Chris Joscelyne 

EVERGREEN 

Dean Haave 

Jack Kellogg 

GOLDEN 

Doyle Roberts 

LAKEWOOD 

Florence Northway 

LONGMONT 

Donald Dreyer 

PARKER 

Hank Coll 

Ted Sweeney 

SUMMIT COUNTY 

Doug DeLong 

WESTMINSTER 

Dar Vriesman 

WESTMINSTER 7:10 

Don Van Arsdale 

 

 

Celebration of Life 

2019-2020 
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Thank you for your support 

of District 5450! 

 

 

 

Major Funding Provided by 



 

 

Save the Date! 
 

2021 District Conference 

May 7, 2021 

Arvada Events Center 

 

 

Join DGE Bob Kemp and the Denver Mile High Rotary Club for 

a combination of fellowship, fun and learning! 

 

May 8, 2021 - Day of Service 


